
CENTRAL ROCHDALE AREA FORUM

WARDLEWORTH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Thursday, 2 June 2016

MINUTES

Present: M. Burke, A . Aziz, G.Bahar, A. Taylor, N. Henka, F. Hunt, W. Hussain, M. Sheraz, M. 
Kollssor, Bashir, N. Hussain, Q. Khan, A. Miah, B. Lloyd (Chair), R. Hartley, E. Bannister,               
G. Hussain, R.S. Khan.

Officers: PC J. Butterworth (GMP), PC S. Firth (GMP), PCSO L. Palmer (GMP), PCSO S. 
Mahmood (GMP), PCSO N. Bond (GMP), G. Finch, Township & Engagement Officer, T. 
Cunningham, Pell Frischmann and C. Roe, E-ON.

Councillors: Councillor I. Ahmed

Apologies: J. Murphy

61 INTRODUCTIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The meeting was chaired by Beryl Lloyd. The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and 
reminded Forum members to observe and respect the code of conduct.

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that an additional criterion had 
been added to the code of conduct. This reads:

‘Elected Members attending meetings outside the ward they represent may be allowed to 
speak, at the discretion of the Chair’.

62 PACT MEETING - GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
The Forum was informed that the Ward is now serviced by a neighbourhood policing team. 
This team consists of one Inspector, one Sergeant, two Constable’s and four PCSO’s

It is hoped that the neighbourhood model will:

 Enable officers to become closer to communities by understanding concerns, issues 
and problems within the neighbourhood.

 Help partnership working
 Help services to become more proactive.

Because of concerns raised at previous Forum meetings regarding speeding on Entwistle 
Road discussions are ongoing concerning the possibility of organising a ‘day of action’ by 
traffic police in the said area.

The Forum was also informed that GMP are looking to organise surgeries within the Ward.
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The following issues were raised:

1. Ramadan is approaching therefore will there be a visible police presence in the 
area.

Response: Yes

2. There are a number of beggars in the area and in some cases they come into the 
Mosque.

Response: The Forum was encouraged to report incidents of this nature however the 
police will monitor the situation.

During the previous three months the following incidents had occurred:

- Theft of motor vehicle 8
- Burglary (domestic) 13
- Burglary (other)  15
- Theft from motor vehicle 16
- Drug offences 6

The Forum was reminded to use the following contact numbers to report incidents:

You should always call 999 in an emergency

Call 101 to report a non-emergency incident or make a general enquiry

You can contact your local neighbourhood team by telephone or email – 0161 
856 9961 – rochdalenorth@gmp.police.u

63 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING, MATTERS ARISING AND UPDATES
The minutes of the Central Rochdale Area Forum held at Wardleworth Community Centre 
on Thursday 10th March were approved as a correct record.

Apologies of absence had been received from J. Murphy.

The following updates were provided:
 

1. At the previous Forum meeting (10th March) a resident raised concerns about the 
pelican crossing at the junction of Entwistle Road, Molesworth Street and John 
Street only being operational from one side of the road.

The Township and Engagement Officer had raised this concern with Highways and 
was informed that to make the pelican crossing system at this junction fully 
operational would be extremely expensive. The reason for this is that a major 
reconfiguration of cabling, ducting and services would be necessary.

2. Additional information regarding bin collections, as requested at the last Forum 
meeting was made available to residents.



64 OPEN FORUM
Residents asked the Township and Engagement Officer to report / investigate the following 
issues:

1. Trees surrounding the play area at the bottom of South Street and opposite 98 
Oswald Street are in need of trimming. 

2. The footpath on Dean Street is in need of repair

3. Bin collections on Dean Street are in need of review.

4. Work is currently being carried out on the Entwistle Arms :

- What is the building being changed into
- Was an application ever made to have the building designated as a community 

asset.

5. Can the road that runs adjacent to the Shell Petrol Station be opened as it is 
currently closed on both sides. In the residents opinion opening at least one side of 
the road would help traffic flow.

6. Back Bradshaw Street is very congested with traffic therefore can double yellow lines 
be considered.

7. Are the traffic calming measures on Entwistle Road to Belfield Road necessary?

8. Many roads in the area are in a poor state and in need of repair.

9. Concerns over Townhead Junction were raised.

10.The footpath on Brooklands Ave is in need of repair.

11.Rubbish is accumulating near to the Doctor’s Surgery on East Street.

65 STREET LIGHTING
Tom Cunningham, Technical Director, Pell Frischmann and Chris Roe, Head of Highways 
Lighting North – E-ON, attended the meeting for this item.

The Forum was informed that the Street Lighting PFI is a joint project with Oldham 
Metropolitan Borough Council. Although both PFI’s were operating out of the same depot 
by the same service provider, they have separate contracts which are monitored 
separately.

The Street Lighting PFI was awarded to Community Lighting Partnership (Rochdale) 
Limited (CLP) with E.ON UK PLC acting as their Operating Sub-Contractor to deliver the 
service. The term of the PFI contract is for twenty five years from the 4th July 2011. CLP, 
as the Council’s Service Provider, are responsible for delivering the street lighting service 
on behalf of the Council in all respects which includes replacement of 80% of the existing 
lighting stock, maintenance of all the street lighting assets, carrying out consultation with 
stakeholders, and dealing with customer queries and complaints.



The Forum was informed that the management structure of the street lighting team was 
changed following concerns, and that recent data/feedback suggests that:

- The number of complaints have reduced
- Service responses are better
- The service is more proactive
- Contract penalties have reduced
- The contract is 6 months ahead of schedule.

Residents raised a number of concerns in relation to poor lighting/dark areas, removed 
lighting columns, the placement of replacement lighting, street lights on all the time, street 
lights never on, street lights coming on and off and a view that street lighting levels were 
better in previous years.

The Forum was reassured that lighting levels are in line with current legislation and that 
work will only be ‘signed off’ when the appropriate levels are met.

The Forum was also informed that 99% of street lighting faults are completed within 3 days. 
Penalties are imposed if repairs are not completed within the three day performance target.

The representative attending for this item encouraged residents to contact him over 
concerns they had - tcunningham@pellfrischmann.com (01925 830 598 / 07764 276 259)

For further information in relation to reporting street lighting fault repairs can be accessed 
from the link below.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43902/Street%20Lighting%20Fault%20Repa
irs%20Information.pdf

66 WARD/MEMBERS FUNDS
The Forum was informed that at a recent Rochdale Township Committee Meeting the 
following funds were made available to the Ward:

Ward Funds £8000
Members Funds £6000 (each Ward Councillor receives £2000 each)

A brief overview of the Rochdale Township Fund Terms and Conditions for 2016/2017 was 
presented. A link to this document can be found below.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s48612/Rochdale%20Township%20Funds%20Terms
%20Conditions%202016-17.pdf

67 WARD NEWS
No Ward news was provided.

68 DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
Monday 11 July 2016
St Patrick’s RC Primary School, Foxholes Road, Rochdale
6.30pm – 8.30pm

Thursday 1 September 2016
Wardleworth Community Centre, South Street, Rochdale
6.30pm – 8.30pm

mailto:tcunningham@pellfrischmann.com
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43902/Street%20Lighting%20Fault%20Repairs%20Information.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43902/Street%20Lighting%20Fault%20Repairs%20Information.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s48612/Rochdale%20Township%20Funds%20Terms%20Conditions%202016-17.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s48612/Rochdale%20Township%20Funds%20Terms%20Conditions%202016-17.pdf
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ROCHDALEROCHDALE  TOWNSHIPTOWNSHIP  FUNDFUND  TERMSTERMS  ANDAND  CONDITIONSCONDITIONS  2016/172016/17

Rochdale Township’s vision is to create a friendly, clean and safe Township characterised by harmonious 
and diverse communities.  We want the town to be proud of its co-operative spirit and industrial heritage; to 
build on these qualities for a prosperous future as part of the City Region.  Efforts to increase community 
cohesion and involvement from people of different generations, backgrounds and cultures must permeate 
all activities.

1. Purpose of the fund

Councillors, Council Services, partner agencies, third sector organisations and area forums can submit 
projects on relevant application forms for funding from Rochdale Township Funds.  All projects must show 
how they will address the Rochdale Township priorities of:

 Place – To promote environmental, economic and social regeneration to benefit the local community.
 People – Improved service provision to young people so they will have happier, healthier and more 

prosperous lives.  To improve the health of residents and deliver a better quality of life.  To reduce 
crime and the fear of crime so that people who live and work in the Rochdale Township will feel and be 
safer.

 Prosperity - Develop quality business and employment opportunities.

Rochdale Township will also make recommendations, influence and monitor the development of projects 
that meet the Township priorities through two Priority Groups.  The Clean & Green Priority Group will 
work with services, partners, businesses, local people and groups to attain and maintain high 
environmental standards for our public spaces and assets.  The Communities & Engagement Priority 
Group will encourage residents and community groups to get involved in shaping and delivering services 
and initiatives to meet local needs.

2. Projects must be

a) Within the powers of the Council.
b) Supplement or enhance current Council service provision.
c) Benefit the Township community.
d) Support the Township’s priorities and the Township Plan.
e) Be sponsored by a Rochdale Township Councillor who is prepared to recommend the project/grant and 

justify its significance to the Township’s priorities.

3. Who may apply?

a) Council Services.
b) Partner organisations (Link4Life, etc).
c) Non-profit making formally constituted groups with their own group bank account.

4. Activities that can be funded

a) Promoting active citizenship, voluntary effort and democratic involvement.
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b) Promoting community-led food-growing, horticulture and landscaping.
c) Promoting community cohesion.
d) Promoting safer neighbourhoods, including diversionary activities for young people. 
e) Promoting healthy living.
f) Promoting inter-generational understanding and cooperation.
g) Promoting equality of opportunity for people with disabilities.
h) Promoting cycling, walking and horse riding and developing routes for these.
i) Promoting Rochdale’s heritage.
j) Increasing recycling and waste minimisation.
k) Starting up or reviving community groups, subject to the group working with a recognised agency 

(Link4Life, CVS, etc.).

a) Purchase of street furniture eg seating, paving, railings, bollards, fencing, lights, CCTV.

b) Equipment hire or purchase, eg IT, sports, arts and crafts materials and equipment.
c) Publicity materials that recognise the contribution made by Township.
d) Specialist trainers/assessors to deliver qualifications/courses/activities.
e) Wages or expenses for permanent, contract or regular members of staff in addition to normal duties.
f) Hiring or renting of venues to enable the project to be delivered (not general running costs).
g) Hiring of vehicles: short-term hire only, and not where there is viable public transport alternative.
h) Trips and outings with an educational value or part of larger programme.

6. Activities that may not be funded

a) Activities already started before funding is awarded.

b) Work that would normally be funded through mainstream budgets, that duplicates or replaces existing 
services or that the Council or other body has a statutory obligation to provide.

c) Parties.
d) Promoting religious or political causes.
e) Projects to benefit individuals.
f) Improvements to private land, unless there is a demonstrable community benefit. 
g) Repairing unadopted roads.
h) Campaigning or carrying out activities to influence a Council decision in the exercise of its statutory 

functions.
i) Contributing to charitable collections or running fund-raising events.
j) General running costs, eg utility bills, maintenance and repair of assets, etc.

7. Items that may not be purchased with Township funds

a) Alcoholic drinks.
b) Motor vehicles.
c) Items bought before Township has given written approval.
d) Insurance.

5. Items that can be funded
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8. Responsibilities of community groups applying for or in receipt of a grant

a) To submit applications on the correct form.

b) To only submit proposals that meet the terms and conditions and promote agreed priorities and 
objectives in a cost-effective way.

c) To use grants only for the purposes for which it was approved.  Any requests for change of use must be 
made in writing and is subject to the Principal Townships Officer’s discretion.

d) To seek approval in writing from the Principal Townships Officer to make changes to the breakdown of 
expenditure.

e) To make claims for approved funding within 6 months of approval.  Any extension to this period must be 
made in writing and is subject to the Principal Townships Officer’s discretion.

f) Successful applicants must complete and return a Project Evaluation Form and provide copy 
invoices/receipts that reflect the amount awarded and purpose for which the grant was approved as 
detailed in the application form.  This information must be provided to Rochdale Township Office within 
one month of the conclusion of the project.  Failure to return these documents will result in restrictions 
being imposed on the applicant relating to future requests for funding or reclaiming of the grant monies.

g) To claim VAT on purchases relating to the project only if they cannot claim it back from HM Revenue 
and Customs.

h) To ensure that all necessary permissions (such as planning permission), regulations (such as health 
and safety) and insurance relating to their scheme/event are in place.

i) To have adequate policies and procedures in place to protect children, young people or vulnerable 
adults when applying for a project to work with such people.

j) To ensure adequate insurance (eg public liability) is in place if required.
k) To agree that funding received for a project does not imply any commitment by the Council to continue 

funding after the agreed finishing date.
l) To seek approval from the Principal Townships Officer to dispose of or transfer any items acquired with 

the grant.

9. Responsibilities of Services commissioned to deliver projects

a) To abide by the Commissioning Process set out in Section 15.
b) To complete a Project Brief and supply supporting documentation.
c) To ensure alternative funding is not available and that they have resources available to cover any future 

maintenance/monitoring requirements.
d) To seek approval in writing from the Principal Townships Officer to make changes to the breakdown of 

expenditure or timescale of delivery.

10. Responsibilities of Township Office

a) To ensure the application and decision-making process set out in section 13 is followed.
b) To make payment of the grant upon receipt of invoices/receipts, subject to 11b below.

11. Responsibilities of Principal Townships Officer
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a) To make decisions, in consultation with the Ward Councillors, about the future of the project when a 
Councillor has committed funds to a project and subsequently decided not to stand for election or has 
not been re-elected. 

b) To consider requests for pro-forma payment of the grant (which must be made in writing), on receipt of 
pro-forma invoices (an official quotation from the supplier).

12. Limitations

a) The Council does not accept any liability for damage, loss or future maintenance of any projects funded 
by Township Funds.

b) The Council reserves the right to withhold or reclaim the grant monies if the terms and conditions are 
not adhered to.

c) The Council reserves the right to add specific conditions relating to payment of the grant, the purpose of 
the grant and/or the activities to be funded.

13. Application and Decision Making Process

a) Council Member or Officer submits Project Proposal Form (RT01) to Township Office.
b) Township Office will send Application Form (RT02) to group or invite Project Brief from Service.
c) Township Office checks application form to see if the project meets the terms and conditions of the 

fund.
d) Township Office refers back proposals not meeting the terms and conditions or incomplete application 

forms to the applicant within 10 working days with a written explanation, and may request applicants to 
supply additional information.

e) Township Office refers proposals for funding over £5,000 to the next Rochdale Township Action and 
Resources Committee for decision.

f) Township Office will use the officer scheme of delegation for proposals for funding of £5,000 or less.
g) Township Office will refer projects to be funded from Ward Funds to Area Forum Sub Groups to seek 

their support and submit for delegated decision on confirmation of majority agreement to a project.
h) Any disputes concerning the allocation of funds will be referred to the next Rochdale Township Action 

and Resources Committee for decision.
i) Township Office will notify applicants of decisions in writing within 15 working days of a Committee 

decision or within 5 working days of an officer decision.
j) There is no appeals process, but applicants may submit a fresh application.

14. Delegated Decision Making Process

a) Principal Townships Officer, in consultation with the Chair, Vice Chair and Opposition Spokespersons of 
Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee, may decide on all projects for £5,000 or less.

b) Township Office will ask Members to respond in writing within 10 working days.  A nil response is 
considered a response in support of the application.

c) Members will make decisions based on the information included in the application form.
d) Township Office will advise applicants in writing within 15 working days of a decision on the outcome of 

their application.
e) There is no appeals process, but applicants may submit a fresh application.
f) Township Office will make a written record of the officer decision:
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i. Project reference number.
ii. Description of project.
iii. Officer decision.
iv. Date of decision.
v. Reasons for decision.
vi. Comments received from the Chair, Vice Chair and Opposition Spokespersons with dates.
vii. Township Office will ask Members to state the reasons for not supporting the officer’s decision.

15. Commissioning Process

a) All parties to do everything within their power to ensure the completion of the project to the 
specification and achieve the desired outcome within the specified timescale and costs.

b) Proposed projects need to be developed in consultation with the relevant Service to ensure alternative 
funding is not available and that they have resources available to cover any future 
maintenance/monitoring requirements.

c) The Service Provider should negotiate with Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee prior 
to incurring any additional costs if they wish to make variations in costs or outcomes.

d) Where Township wishes to vary the specification – the Service Provider will identify the implications of 
the change, ie time extensions, impact on outcomes, etc and additional costs, and agree the variations 
with the Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee.

e) Where a Service Provider wishes to vary the specification, they should submit the variations to the 
Principal Townships Officer with justification prior to incurring additional costs for consideration by the 
Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee.  The Committee may decide not to accept the 
variations in which case the project continues to the original specification or if the Committee accepts 
the variations, to agree the funding of any additional costs from the Township Funds.

f) The Service Provider will receive sufficient budget transferred from the Township Fund to cover the 
cost of the project on the Principal Townships Officer receiving evidence of the start of the project as 
agreed.  Stage payments may be agreed.

g) The Service Provider agrees to provide regular monitoring reports on the project in terms of achieving 
the outcomes, performance against targets and finance, and post project evaluation reports.

h) Where a Service Provider does not satisfy the performance targets for the project, the Rochdale 
Township Action and Resources Committee may, after consultation with the Service Provider, withhold 
funds (or withdraw funds previously transferred to a Council Service).

i) The Service Provider must bear any unapproved additional costs incurred, unless agreed otherwise 
with the Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee.

j) Service Providers external to the Council will be required to submit invoices for payment.
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